Peculiar ultraviolet absorbing moieties of human osteoarthritic cartilage.
The ultraviolet absorbing components of human cartilage have been measured by microspectrophotometry. The characteristics of the chondrocytes appeared to be identical, irrespective of the pathology. However the matrix of osteoarthritis cartilage contained components that absorbed maximally in the region of 270 to 250 nm; such components were not found in the matrix of cartilage of non-arthritic joints. Substances that absorb maximally in this region of the ultraviolet could generate free radicals.